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By Magical Hands

Chinese and European Papercuts — An exhibition project

by the Museum Burg Zug
28th October 2007 until 27th April 2008

For the very first time, the Museum Burg Zug is offering
a comparative insight into the magical world of Chinese
and European paper-cutting. Masterpieces, cut with
scissors or knives, from international museum collec-
tions and private ownership, offer the opportunity for a
meeting of cultures of a very special kind. This encounter
is realized by an artistic technique — the creation of pic-
tures by paper-cutting. By making intercultural compar-
isons, the points of contact and also the differences in de-
velopment, execution and subject matter, as well as the
social milieu surrounding this characteristic art form,
become apparent.

In various display rooms, the exhibition provides a fas-
cinating overall picture of the art of paper-cutting in
China and Europe. From a scientific point of view, the
aim is to arouse awareness in, and enable reappraisal of
paper-cutting as an art form. For a long time it was
classed merely as a handicraft and as such was paid too
little — far too little — attention, until recently. Twentieth
century art succeeded in removing the value-based exis-
tence of'a hierarchy in art forms and traditions, thus mak-
ing way for an unbiased acceptance of the phenomenon

Traditional embroidery pattern: cat and buiterfly, sym-
bolizing the wish for a long and happy old age. Knife-
Cutting by Master Zhao from the vicinity of Peking,
1981/82, Jutta Bewig Collection, Hamburg.

paper-cutting in all its detail. To the best of our knowl-
edge, no exhibition of this size and on this subject has
been presented anywhere else.

By exhibiting the works of Eastern and Western con-
temporary artists, who with conventional materials — pa-
per and scissors or scalpel. — create innovative, progres-
sive works (Hau Chun Kwong, Kara Walker, among
others), the exhibition is consciously establishing a link
to the present day.

This prodigious display also includes some of the Chi-
nese and Swiss paper-cuttings that were shown in 2006
at the exhibition “The Enchanting Art of Paper-Cutting,
Switzerland and“Foshan, China™ in Hong Kong and in
Macao, China. The idea for the exhibition was proposed
by the Swiss General Consul in Hong Kong, and imple-
mented with the support of the Swiss Culture Founda-
tion “*Pro Helvetia”, in close collaboration with the Swiss
Association “Friends of Paper-Cutting™.

Together with the varied programme that will run con-
currently with it, this unusual exhibition strives to make
a contribution towards the cultural exchange between
China and Europe, and to create in the Museum Burg Zug
a meeting place for people from the East and the West.
Itis, of course, equally intended for our visitors from Eu-
rope and Asia.

Chinese Papercuts

[n China the tradition of paper-cutting is far older than
in Europe. Excavation finds and references in ancient
texts enable us to trace it back to at least the 6th century
A.D. In the course of time it became one of the most
widespread and vital forms of Chinese folk-art, espe-
cially in rural areas.

The exhibition will include examples of the major
techniques ranging from monochrome scissor-cuts to the
so-called knife-cuts executed with small scalpel-like
tools. Some of the papercuts are then dyed in gaudy
colours.

The aim is to give an overall impression of the large
variety of styles as well as of the different forms of pa-
percuts and their distinctive uses, by showing various
types of “window-flowers’, decorations for doors. walls
and ceilings, and also the delicate white embroidery pat-
terns which were widely used in ancient Chinese society.

Focus will be given to a number of artists from among
the peasantry: men who produce knife-cuts as a sec-
ondary occupation, and village women who excel in scis-
sor-cutting to enhance their homes, and hence are highly
respected in their neighbourhood. Another main theme




